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COMMITTEE ON A COMPROMISE.

the consideration of the resolutions of the Senator
nessee, which the Senater from hae moved Lo refer
to a select committee

The VICE P . The _weill recollect,
that the resolutions of the Senator from, Tennessee were un-
der consideration when the motion wss made by the Senator

" from Mississippi to refer them.

Mr. BALDWIN. I desire to offer an amendment, as
follows: "

« Except the sixth resolution, which is referred to the Com-
mittee on Territories, with instructions to report a bill.in con-
formity with said resolution.”

The sixth resolution is in these words :

R That the constitution ‘recently formed by the

ple of the western portion of Cal and presented to
szgnu IZ the President on the 13th day of February, 1850,

be accepted, and that they be admitted into the Union as a
gﬁ upon an equal footing in all respects with the original
8.

Mr. BENTON. My mind has been directed to the same
point a8 that referred to by the Benator from Connecticut. I
was for g an amendment in the same terms, but I
afterwards thought, for the purpose of making -all sure, and
of keeping the question of the admission of California wholly
unmixed with every thing that is going on here in connexion
with the subject of slavery, it would be preferable to ofi:r the
amendment in (his shape : .

¢ But nothing in this resolution shall be construed to au-
thorize the said committee to take into consideration any thing
which relates to the admission of the State of Californis into
the Union.” ¥

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator from Con-
necticut’ that amendment ?

Mr. BALDWIN. 1 acceptit, sir. ;

The VICE PRESIDE The resolution of the Sena-
tor from Connecticut is modified as follows——

Mr. CASS. Mr. President—

Mr. WEBSTER. Will the member from Michigan per-
mit me to say a word or two.

Mr. CASB. Certainly. »

Mr. WEBSTER. The distinguished membet from Michi-
gan (Mr. Cass) is kind enough to allow me an opportunity
of saying that [ have no desire to oppose this resolution of
the honorable member from Mississippi, if any body thinks it
necessary, or would be useful. But, from what I have seen,
sir, and from what we have all seen and heard, within the last
month, my own persuasion is that no benefit is likely to arise
from any nltet:ﬁt to draw up s series of resolutions for the
settlement of all the questions now in agitation. I see no
hope that such a series of resolutions would pass the two
Houses of Congress. At the close of my remarks, on Thurs-
day, I signified that I should take an opportunity, as early as
might be convenient, consistently with the rights of others, to
say what [ had to say on the subject immediately embraced

the resolution of the chairman of the Committeeon the Ter-
tories, (Mr. Doveras,) and the mndmmdxm?nd to it
the honorable member from Missouri, (Mr. Benrox.)
pon the direct sul of the admission of California, under
the circumstances, I have not a particle of doubt. I am clear
in the opinion, that the true course, and the only course of
oceeding efficiently, is to keep that measure separate ; and
am prepared to vote for the admission of California exactly
as she presents herself, with her boundaries precisely as they
are; I hope, ina very short course of observations ad-
dressed to the Senale, to show that if the guestion were now
here before ;us, and we were ourselves to prescribe bounda-
ries for Californis, we could not make any boundaries for that
State better than are provided for by her own constitution. In
order to'make out this, I propose to say something upon the
nature of the country, the extent of the territory, and what-
seever else may approprintely belong to the question of the
boundaries of States in that quarter of the world. In short, I
incline to think it expedient, quite expedient, to proceed in
that course of legislation which the President has suggested
in his message transmitting the constitution of California.

Mr. CASS npext addressed the SBenate in some remarks,
the report of which, being detained for revision, did not reach
us in time for this day’a psper. In the course of these re-
marks the following explanalion was made by—

Mr. CAB8. On this subject, sir, I agree precisely with
what was said by the distinguished Senator from Kentucky,
(Mr. Cxax.) I shall vote for the reference. I should vote
for almost any proposition that had the appearance of bringing
this country into harmony upon this perplexing question—
almost any proposition that may be submitted, which has even
the appearance of such a result. [ do not see any possible
objection to this course, It commits no one. It issimply an
instruction to a committee to inquire into what can be done.

It does not suspend the operation of the Senate at all. Its
discussion, its debates, its votes, will go on, as though this

uestion had not been submitted to a committee. It is one
more for terminating this fearful controversy. 1
agree, too, with the Senator from Kentucky, that my hopes
are not strong ae to any favorable result to grow out of this
committee. The chances have been much diminished by the
vote taken on yesterday. If that vote contained any indica-
tion of the feelings in this chamber with regard to the com-
mittee iteelf, and the benefit to result from it, I am sorry to
say that I can anticipate very little good from the proposition
of the Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Foots,) relative to the
Tesolutions pre with great care and sabmitted with great
ig:_i sense and excellent good feeling, such as have alway
inguished the Senator from Tennessee, (Mr. Berr.) For
myself, I am not pu]i‘nnd to say what my views will be upon
this whole matter. They are not yet formed. I say merely
that this course holds out one hope the more, and is therefore
well worthy of sdoption. Bo far as respects the proposition
connected with Texas, T am myself pre; to consider it in
a spirit of fairness and li ty- The honorable Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. Brir) said that a doubt has been
suggested with respect Lo the tion of the Senute, and
perhaps of the country, to carry into effect the Texas guar-
anties. I believed that the gentleman was wholly in error.
T am sorry to find, from various indications here, that he was
not.  For myself, without going into the general question at
all, Lam pn?mld to say that a8 long as I have a vote to give,
1 will faithfa ly carry out the spirit of the articles of annexa-
tion, and I will not look behind _ their guaranties. 1 will
abide by them, and I am prepared at all times to say so.

But, however this proposition may terminate, {thinktha
country is under lasting obligation to the Senator from Mis-
sissippi for his efforts to settle the existing difficulties.
While he has praved himself true to his own section of the
country, he has proved himself true to the whole country.
He has stood up manfully for the rights of the South, but he
has stood up also for the obligations of the constitation.
:r:ltelr:::“ lﬂ!. ﬂ”’t‘hh. }::n seldom seen an instance of

noral courage than been displayed by him. The
dilthgmlhgd Benator from Bouth Cll:g!im ochcyupin, we all
know, a high position in the country; and from the zeal,
and energy, and ability with which he has long advocated
the cause of the Bouth, he has almost rendered himself the
representative of Southern opinions. ‘When, in the name of
that section of country, he advanced claims which, if persisted
in, would have presented insurmouatable obstacles to the ami-
cable adjustment of these difficulties, the Senator from Mis-
rpg!ih came forward to dinm-rlhe sentiments thus advanc-

e came as a messenger of peace, to oil o
troobled waters. He deserves the guﬂtnm the mn:?;
for this noble efirt. I must confess my own impressions
sgreed with the impressions of the honorable SBenator from
Mississippi. 1 1hought the speech of the Senator from Soath
Carolina was calculated to produce the most unfavorable results.

I listened, Mr, President, with great regret to the speech
of that distinguished Senator, (Mr. Carmovw.) Iam not

sians we should have been delivered, is known only to Him
who holds in his hands the fate of nations.

We have been three months here, and what have we done’
Nothing. We have not passed a single law of the least
national importance. 'We have occupied the whole time in
the discussion of this question, and no tical result has
been attained ; and present appearances do not indicate that
such a result is near. But, we have done nothing,
we have ascertained that some things canoot be done. We
have ascertained—I think I may say with certainty—that no
Wilmot proviso can be passed through this Congres. That
measure is dead. It is the latest, and I hope it is the last, at-
tempt that will be made to interfere with the right of seli-
government within the limits of this republic. I think we
may also say that no Missouri compromise line can pass, and
that no one or desires that it should pass.
 Mr. President, what was the compromise line ? Allow me
to read the law which established it : :

‘“ Sec. 8. Jnd be it further enacted, That in all that territory

Louisinna, which lies north of thirty-six degrees and thirty
minutes north latitude, not included within ﬁ: limits of the
State contemplated by this act, slavery and involuntary servi-
tude, otherwise than in the punishment of ¢rimes, whereof the
rties shall have been duly convicted, shall be and is hereby
ever prohibited.” :

Now, sir, what is this provision ? It is intervention north
of the line of 36 deg. 30 min., and non-intervention south
of that lire. Bir, there'is not one Southern Senalor on
this floor, nor one Southera member of the other Heure,
nor indeed a Southern man who understands the subject, who
would accept that line as a proper settlement of this question.

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) I would not.

Mr. CASS, The whole doctrine of equal rights and
of npon-intervention is taken awsy by it at once. Why,
sjr, putting out of view the constitutional objections to such
an arrangement, it gives the South nothing, while it prohibits
the people north of 36° 30’ from exercising their own will
upon the subject. The true doctrine of non-intervention
leaves the whole question to the people, and does not divide
their right of decision by a parallel of latitude. If they choose
to have slavery north of that line, they can have it.

Mr, CALHOUN, (in his seat.) We are very competent
to judge of that matter ourselves.

Mr. CABS. Is there a Senator on this floor who would
accept of a proposition to apply the principle of non-interven-
tion to a pert of the territgcyf leui?:g toptha people of the
other portion to do as they please ! * No, sir ; there is not a
Bouthern Senator here who would vote for it. Iwillm
what would be supported, for it has alrendy been announ
law declaratory, mandatory, or permissory, for the establishment
of slavery south of the line of 36° 30/, The distinguished
Senator from South Carolina might be willing to accept a de-
claration that slavery does now exist, or that it shall exist, or
may exist south of a certain line ; but I take it for granted
that no Senator from the' Seuth would be willing to abandon
the ground of non-intervention, without some provigion like

r. FOOTE. Permit me freely to say that I would no
sooner vole for a Southern Wilmot proviso than I' would for
a Northern one. I rely, and am content to rely, upon the
constitution. I was not convinced by the argument of the
Senator from South Carolina of the necessity or expediency
of going further than that. T rely with entire confidence up-
on our rights under the constitution, and the treaty by which
the Territories were acquired. I ask fur no legislation upon
the sabject, but simply that the whole matter be let alone. I
ask nothing else but the doctrine of non-intervention.

Mr, CASS, Mr. President, I will not argue this point.
I was about to say that what the law is, is a question for the
decision of the judiciary. But what the law shall be, it be-
longs to the legislative department to declare. If we have
power to pass a law declaring the existence of slavery, which
is to be attended with any practical result, we necessarily pos-
sees juriediction over the whole subject-maiter. We have the
same power to pass a mandatory law, commanding the exist-
ence of slavery, as a declaratory one recognising its existence.
And I will a‘p”pml to every Sepator, Northern or Bouthern,
Eastern or Western, if there is any probability—I may sey
possibility—of such a law passing this Congress’ No one
asks it; no one expects it. The Missouri compromise line
is, therefore, as much out of the question as the Wilmot pro-
viso. The fact is, Mr. President, it is not in any way applica-
ble to the existing state of things, though it was arplicubla to
the country where it was established, because slavery was
there an existing institution, and it was left in force south
of 36° 80’. Insuperable objections, therefore, exist to such
an arrangement, where the condition of the country is entire-
ly changed.

Well, then, Mr. President, if these things are imposeible,
if they cannot be done, it remains to inquire what it is in our
power to do.

My own opinion is, sir, that we should take up the bill for
the recapture of fugitive slaves, reported by the Judiciary
Committee. [ am disposed to suspend all our discussions,
and to lay aside all other business, with a view o sct upon
that bill without unnecessary delay, and to pass it in sich
form as may be acceptable to a majority of this body. That
is a point upon which the South feels most acutely, and in
regard to which it has the most serious cause of complaint,
I have heard but one man in this body deny the existence of
I.hll;’wl or the justice or necessity of providiog an adequate
remedy.

The act of 1793 provided that the State magistrates in the
various cities and counties of the TInion should carry that law
into effect. This provision has been since rendered nugatory,
as these officers will not now act, and consequently the judges
of the United States alone have jurisdiction over the subjeat.
They are not enough for that purpose, and the law, therefore,
requires an amendment. I, for one, am willing to take up
the subject, and provide the necessary means of carrying the
provision of the constilution into full effect. Such a proce-
dure would have the very best effect upon the South at this
time. It would be a pledge of our sincerity and of our de-
sire to do justice to that great section of our cominon country.

If1 understood the Senator from New York, (Mr. SBewanrn,)
he intimated his belief that it was immoral to carry into effect
the provision of the constitation for the recspture of fugitive
slaves. That, sir, is a very strange view of the duties ol a
Senator in this body. No man should come here who be-
lieves that ours is an immoral constitution—no man should
come here and, by the solemn sanction of an cath, promise to
support an immoral constitation. No man is compelled to
take an oath to support it. He may live in this country and
believe what he chooses with regard to the constitution ; bat
he bas no right as an honest man to seek office, and obtainiit,
and then talk about its being so immoral to fulfil its obliga-
tions. Itis the duty of every man, who has sworn to support
the constitution, fairly to carry its provisions into effect ; and
no man can stand up before his fellow-citizens and maintain
any other doctrine, whatever reasons he may urge in iis vin-
dication.

In one of the most disingenuous portions of the speech of
the honorable Senator from New York, (Mr. Bewann)—
which itself was one of the most disingenuous I haye ever
heard—he of “slavery having a reliable and accom-
modating ally in a party of the free States,” and he says he
““bears witness to itn fidelity to the interests of elavery.”

Now, I ask the Senator from New York if he believes there
is & man in this Senate from the North whose course is influ-
fidelity to slavery ? and if he does not, what
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r. HALE. It was Mr. Buchanan who said s0.
Mr. SBEWARD. [ have heard the sentiment attributed lo
Jefferson ; Iremember that distinetly. However that me)
I believe it. I assail the motives of no SBenator. 1
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dressed.to me, or by any interrogatorigs. I acknowle
patriotism and the wisdom of every member of this b
never have assailed that of sny member in any in

My life and my acts shall speak for me, and I shall ne
own defender here or elswhere,
Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator allow me to ask
to understand him as saying that Mr. Jefferson said
Northern democracy were the natural of sl
never said so. :
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I again disavow, and I always shall disavow, that I intendéd
any reflection upon the conduct of Senators here. I know
the motives that govern me. I have no reason to question,
and I never do question, the motives of others with whom I
may come in contact, i

r. DAWSON. I understood the Senator from New
York that these were the sentiments that are held by the
party to which he belonge. I want to know, now, if he
claims to belong to the Whig party ? If he does, it will be
known to every true and 'Erope: Whig that I do not belong
to his party ; and [ hope that when he speaks for the party
to which he belonge, he will not put under his banner the
Whig party of the United States—the conservative party of
this country—together with the Democratic party, whom I
admit to be conservative also.

Mr. SEWARD. I will not detain the distinguished Sena-
tor from Michigan by categorical replies to the questions of
the honorable Senator from Georgia. I speak for myself, and
for no other man. [ am a citizen of the United Siates ; my
duty is te promote the interest, the happiness, and the wel-
fare of the people of the United States. I hold thatI can do
80 in no effectual way by going alone and independently ;
and, therefore, in the dlr.{-rge of my duties, I ally myself to
such a party as I find most approximating to the principles
and sentiments that I entertain, I will do the Whig party
the justice, or rather the injustice to say, that I have beena
member of it the whole of my active life ; and I will do it the
great disservice of saying that, no matter what may happen,
or who may put me under their ban, Ishall be the last to
abandon it—I shall be the last to leave it—for this reason, that
I find it, however individuals may dissent, the parly more
devoted to the cause of freedom and emancipation than that
other party to which I referred i the remarks which arrested
the attention of the distinguished Senator from Michigan, I
will a'so do the Whig party the justice to say that ite senti-
mentsare not fully in accordance, upon this subject, through-
out the whole country, with my own ; and that I do not pro-
fess to speak for it, but I have great hopes that the Whig
party, and all other parties, will ultimately come to precisely
the same conclusions, which are the guiding and governing
principles of my own course.

Mr. CASS, (resuming-) I was going to remark that, with
respect to the creed of the Whig party or the orthodoxy of
the Serdutor from New York, these are matters with which
I have no concern; but with vespect to progress I have
something to say. My progress is within the constitution.
My age of progress is circumscribed there. If the Senator
from New .§ka| going out of it, I do not baliev*o.in his
progress st all. No, sir. My object is to support the ‘con:
stitution which, under God,‘{s e source of our prolp?;“
and happiness.

Mr. SEWARD, (in his seat.) That is mine.

Mr. CASS. The Senator from New York says that also
is his object. If it is, I think he hes a very strange way of
showing it, by pronouncing it immoral, and denying the vali-
dity of its obligations. It scarcely would last a day if that
Benator, with his avowed principle of action, had the direc-
tion of the Government. 1 do not say that it would be
dissolved immediately, but the seeds of dissolution would be
sown, and would ripen into & harvestof calamity as spoedily
a8 the rankest vegetation gains maturity under a tropical sun.

The honorable Senator from Illinois (Mr. Doveras) has
the floor to-day, and I do not wish to interfere with that
srrangement. | have notconcluded my remarks, and I wonld
move to postpone the further consideration of this subject
until to-morrow at half-past 12 o’clock.

Mr. CALHOUN. I have a few words to say in reply to
the observations of the Senator from Michigan, and, as itisin
reference to a point of some importance, I desire that what I
say shall go out with his remarks. [ regret very much that
the state of my health does not permit me to enter fully into
the argument, and that I shall be under the necessity of econ-
omising my worde as well as my strength.

Mr. President, the Senator could not have heard me with
more regret make the declaration to which he has alluded,
than I have heard him this morning make the declaration
which he has made. Sir, the Senator and myself have two
distinct and different conceptions as to the mode of saving this
Union. His whole course has been a course of palliatives.
And, sir, of all courses, that is far the worst. 'Why, sir, you
might as well treat a cancer that is about striking inta a vital
part with palliatives, as to treat this question with palliatives.
No, sir, my idea has been from the first that it was a/disease
that would be fatal, if not finally arrested ; and I have acted
upon that impression. If I am wrong, it is because lhe im-
pression is wrong—and in order 1o arrest it, it is necessary at
every stage of it to undersiand the real causes and pn}}-of
the disease, and the causes by which it endangers the Union.
In my late speech, which the Senator has heard with such
profound regret—and I am amazed that my meaning should
be s0 niterly misunderstood by the honorable Senaior from
Michigan—I stated simply, and in as few words as 1 could,
what would certainly, according to my judgment, save the
Union, promote conciliation, and restore harmony and good
feeling throughout all sections of the linion. That was the
amount of what I said. Now, I ask, can the Senator believe
that the South is safe while one portion of the community
hold entire possessicn of the power of the Government, to
wield it for their own benefit in any manner they please, and
while they seefit to interfere between the two sections of the
Union? Can any man believe that the South is safe while
this state of things exists’ No man can say that he believes
it. 1do not, at least; and, therefore, all the womder of the
honorable Senator upon that point may ceare. Bot the Sen-
alor says it is impossible to comply with the requisition of
giving us s new conetitutional guarantee. Well, that very
declaration goes to show——

Mr. CASB. The honorable Senator is entirely mistaken.
I certainly did not say any thing of the kind.

Mr. CALHOUN. [said in my remarks the other Jday
that such amendment in the constitution must be made as
would give to the South:

Mr. UASS, The Benator will pardon me, I have not al-
luded to the subject of an amendment to the constitution. 1
was coming 1o it, however, and should have spoken of it be-
fore concluding my remarks. I should prefer, therefore, that
the divtinguished Senator from South Carolina should hear
me hefore he undertakes to reply.

Mr. CALHOUN. I understood the argument of the Sen-
stor as leading to that.

Mr. CASS, [ hope the honorable Benator will defer hie
remarks until to-morrow morning.

Mr. CALHOUN. 1 do not know that an opportunity will
then be afforded me of saying what I desire to say upon this
point. The Senator says that new guaranties cannot ba given
by amendments to be made in the constitution. Bir, I insist
that that is the legal and constitutional mode ; it is the mode
poinited out by the constitution itself. Why, who ever be-
fore heard of such a jon s that to amend the constitu-
tion would be treason? It shows a state of fecling existing
in the mind of the Senator which, in my opinion, is incon-
sistent with judicious action.

Ti to branch off here, and to show that the distin-
guished SBenator, if this Union is ever to be dissolved, will have
contributed his full share to its dissolation ; that the very en-
tanglement we are now in originated in the lnst Presidential
election ; and, s T think 1 have demonstrated, originated
in a violation of the constitation and in a violation and disre-
gard of the sovereignty of the States. Whenever the Sena-
tor chooses to go into a discussion upon this point, Iam ready
" i&"rhm I neceasarily abbreviste what I have

r must a at lo
say. The Senator heard me with painful feel-

ally of slavery in the South was the democracy of the North.

for the
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been made to take Washington oot of our hands ; but it seems
that the morality of the present time is that the assailant is
W’ inoocent, and the assailed the only guilty patty.

€8, sir, it was endeavored to lake him out of our hands;

10 | and we are 10 be stigmatized ss disunionists, snd his message

—his farewell address—to be quoted-ageinst us, while I ven-
fure to aseert that the greater part of that message directly
bears upon the' assailants, and not the assailed. It was to

. | meet this thet [ reminded the Sepate and the world—and

rightly reminded them—that Washington was an illustrious
Boutherner ; he was not the less an illustrious American ; but [

| mustsay that the whole proceeding here for the last fifteen years ‘

has been such that, if carried omt and consummated, as it will
' be, unless some definite understanding is arrived at, the
end of the whole will be the holding up of Washington as &
miserable slaveholder. I do not insinuate that Washington
should be regarded exclusively s & Southern man.’ [ only
‘sdy we have a right to claim him es an illustrious Southerner,
for he was a Southern man, a Bouthern planter. And we
do not inmgd that he shall be taken out of our honds.

Mr. President, with these remarks, I will content myself
esent, without detaining the Senate further.

ASS., One word, Mr. President, for [ do not wish

Mr.

bt | 10 be misunderstood. T have not uttered a sylleble in tegard

1o the conatitution, or the constitutional amendment suggest-
the distinguished Senator from South Carolina—not s
. The honorable Benator supposed that I had arreigned
tiopa! amendment.. Buch an ides
never entered my bead. And allow me to tell the Senator
that that was not the difficulty at oll. - {

Mr. CALHOUN,- What was it, then ?,

Mr. CASB, The ground upon which it was put by the
honorable Senator was, that if a guaianty were not given to
the South, by an amendment to be made to the constitution,
it would be fatal to the country.

L h{r. CALHOUN, Certainly, it would, in the end, be
tal.

Mr, CASS. Baut the honorable Senator said it must be
done immediately, or it would be fatal to the interests of the

country.
r. CALHOUN. No, sir; that is not the language I

r. CA88, I beg the honorable Senator's pardon ; it is
80 fated in the speech : **If the question is not now settled,”
say) the Senator, *¢ it is uncertain whether it can ever be
settbd hereafter,”
. CALHOUN. Certainly. :
M. CASS. And one of the processes by which it is to

tensity until that time ; suppose that the healing influences
which we have all felt, and felt gratefully, withio the last few
days, had not been interposed, and that none butsuch speeches
5 have emanated from gentlemen unduly excited on this sub-
ject should be made during this intervening period of two or
three months ; suppose no plan of compromise to have been
agreed upon, and the Nashville Convention had met, and this
new issue had been subuwitted to them—taking into considera-
tion also the great infiuence of the Senator from Bouth Carolina—
would not this new issue of a constilutional amendment in all
likelihood be adopted by the Convention ’ And, as itis known
to be impossible to make that amendment at the present lime,
any one must cleariy see, and none more go than the Senator
{ from South Carolina himself, that the efflect, whether intended or
not, would be to bring sbout a dissolution of the Union ? Ibe-
lieve it, sir, and every man must believe it. Iadmit that thySe-
nator’s motives are patriotic and proper ; butit is not becoming
in him to get up here, after the explanation which I made the
other day, and express surprise that [ should place upon his
langusge an interpretation of which he says it does not admit,
but which all disinterested persons will decide to be the only
interpretation which can be reasonably affixed loit. No man
is more devoted to the Bouth, none more willing to incar re-
ibility of every kind for it than I am; and T will not admit

e right of any man to make a new issue for the people
whom [ re t—an isswe which I conceive puts the Union
in peril, whether g0 intended or nol, and subjects the cause
of the whole Bouth to alimost certain overthrow.

With theee remarks, and returning my sinesre thanks to
the Senator from Illinois for his courtesy, I yield the floor.

'Mr, CALHOUN. T cannot the observations of the
Senator from Mississippi to pass without a remark. The Se-
nator, in his ardor, often infers that which has no foundation.
He has just declared solemnly, as if he knew the fact, that I
was opposed to the raising of any committee.

Mr. FOOTE. Has not the Bepator told me distinctly that
he was opposed to my motion? Hes he not urged me not
to persevere in pressing it for adoption ? Has he not voted
aguinst taking it up.for consideration? These surely are

facts,

Mr. CALHOUN. The Senator has not told the whole.
T am opposed to raising & commitiee at the present-time. I
have uniformly held the langunge that when the subjects had
been debated and regularly gone through, if any gentlemen
desired to attempt to effect 's compromise, I would throw no
impediment in the way. I so informed the Senator himself.
I appeal to my colleague, and toall my friends about me, if
sach has not been invariably my language’ Now, I trust

is by amending the constitution. There were two
poinks stated by the honorable Senator. One was, that there
mu4 be an amendment made to the constitution—and I mere-
ly nention this because it excited some surprise in my mind—
other, that the admission of California be made a test

. CALHOUN. Certainly. :

. CABS, That if California were admitted it would be
ed by & dissolution of the Union.

. CALHOUN. No, sir. Iwish the Senator would

» CASS, [ will read them, sir, with pleasare.
t[f the question is not now settled, it is uncertain whether
un%ﬂnﬂﬁer be ; and we, as the representatives of the
s of this Union, regarded as governments, should come to
a dijtinet understanding as to our respective views, in order
in whether the great questions at issue can be settled
1f you, who represent the stronger portion, éannot
agree to settle them on the broad principles of justice and duty,
say o ; and let the States we boLE represent agree to separate
and'part in peace. It you are unwilling we should part in
Em' tell us so, and we shall know what to do when you re-
uge the question to submission or resist If you remain
lilmt,a'ou will compel us to infer what you intend. In that
eaje, Culifornia will become the tas¢ question.”
Mr. CALHOUN. Read on; read the whole.
Mr. CABB. [ will, sir.
[ If youadmit her; under all the difficulties that oppose her
almission, you compel us to infer that you intend to exclude
s from the whole o?e the acquired territories, with the inten-
:]:m of destroying irretrievably the equilibrium between the
o seetions We would be blind not to pereeive, in that case,
your real ohjects are power and aggrandizement, and in-
fituated not to act accordingly.””

Now, ib there a Senator here who does not know what that
means ! I do not affirm that it isobjectionable to propose an
W to the constitution.  Far from it ; that is of

most harmless things in the world. But the almi of
Qalifornia, according to the honorable Senator, is to be made
a test question, and it went to my heart's core when I heard
the declsration ; for I knew very well, if that was to be a test
guestion—if such was the sentiment of the South—the Union
was gone. An immediate amendment of the constitation I
consider almost impossible. I do not say that amendments
may not be made, bat it should only be done under the pres-
sure of extreme cases and extreme difficulties ; for, if we com-
mence to make changes and alterations, he who is the Ruler
of Nations alone knows what changes may be made, and what
sott of a Government this will become.

In commenting on the honorable Senator's remarks, I have
connected these two subjects, the amendment of the constitu-
tion now or at a reasonable time, and the point that was made
by him that the sdmission of California was to be a test
question.

Mr. CALHOUN. I must say there has been a strong dis-
position manifested on the part of the honorable Senator to
misconstrue my expressions—and plain expressions they are.
The Benator says I asserted that a dissolution of the Union
would follow the admis:ion of California. I did not assert
that. I stated that it oughtto be considered a test question,
but I leave it to my constituents to determine what course
they will tauke. Let the gentleman give the words I used,
and I am willing to stand by them ; but he must not expect
me to be responsible for his interpretation of them. Well, in
regard to the word “*now,” I did not intend to be understood
as asserting that the amendment must be made instanter, but
that an indication should be given now that such amend-
ment would be agreed to, and let it then be carried through
the ordinary process.

Mr. FOOTE. I hope the honorable Sepator from Illinois
will allow me to occupy the floor a few moments. He will
see that I have been essailed by the honorsble Senator from
South Carolins, who undertakes this morning 1o express sur-

ise at my course in regard o the position that has been ta-

enby him. Bu, sir, there is not a Northern press that did
not understand the speech of the honorable Senator precisely
as [ understood it. There is not a Southern man in the other
House who does not understand it as I do. Yet the honor-
able Benator is surprised that I, a friend of his, should take
the liberty of commenting upon his remarks, and thus endea-
vor to guard sgainst a misconstructien which I did believe
could be put upon his language. For I hoped, as I said at
the time, in giving the honorable Senator sn opportunity of
explaining this part of his speech, that an_explanation would
be given that would be satisfactory to the whole country,
But I must say that his explanation on that occasion was not
satisfactory to me ; nor is the explanation which he has now
made entirely so.

I understood the honorable Senator as frankly avowing that
in that speech he intended to make a new issue ; and this
ke has done, sir, without consulting other Southern gentle-
men who were equslly interested in this contest with himeelf;
and who were entitled to be consulted before any such issue
was made. This issue, sir, is unknown to the State which I
represent ; it has not been made known to any part of the
South ; and, with all due respect for the honorable Senator, I
must say, without attributing to him any thing unkind, that I
think he acted indiscretly and unjustly in making this important
movement without first baving conferred with his Southern

this misconception will always hereafter be avoided.

Mr. FOOTE. Inever intended to renew the contest, and
never wonld have renewed it with the honorable Senator, it
| be had not, by adverting to it, drwn me into it accidentally.

Mr. CALHOUN. Waell, the Senator complains that [
did not consult with him before making the speech which I
made the other day. Why, T never consulted with any Se-
nator in my life when about to make a speech. I make my
speeches for myself, upon my own responsibility. But if I
am about to move a resolution, I consult with my friends as
to the propriety of offering it. I would deem it derogatory to
myself if I could not express my views without consuliing
with other Benators, even the SBenator from Mississippi.

Mr. FOOTE. I did not say that the Senator from South
Carolina ought to have consulted with me in regard to his
speech ; it would be presumptuons in me to say that the Sen-
ator was bound to consult me; but I eaid that he was bound
to consult those with whom he acted before making a new
issue—an issue, as I consider, involving the. Union in serious
peril. While up I will state one effect of the honorable Sen-
ator’s speech, as already_developed. Upon its being received
at St, Louis, a large public meeting was held, atewhich re-
solutions were adopted, declaring that the charges of the Sen-
ator from Missouri against the Senator from South Carolina,
in regard to disunion, were made good. Is not that weaken-
ing oyr cause !

Mr. CALHOUN. We will hear more about the proceed-
ings of the meeting at St. Louis when we receive them in
fall. Did they not act upon the telegraphic report ?

Mr. FOOTE. 1 believe they did.
Mr. CALHOUN. I disavow all telegraphic reports.
Wait—wait! Do not be so impatient! I must admonish

my ardent friend ; he is too impatient.

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) Iam bat imitating the exam-
ple of the Senator—

Mr. CALHOUN. I am considerably older than the Sen-
ator, and am therefore rather more entitled to give advice.
Mr. President, this isa common trick, to send out telegraphic
accounts and letters as soon as possible, or perhaps in ad-
vance, and have a movement made without waiting to see
the end. I think my friend—for I must call him'my friend,
notwithstanding we differ on this occasion—is the last man
who ought ta complain of a movement being made without
his being consulted. He mskes movements himself very fre-
quently without consultation with others—though I will do
him the justice to say not sgainst freedom of debate.

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) Ohno! i3

Mr. CALHOUN. If he doesnot, he gives his opinions
very freely; his impulsive character leads him to do that.
Now, sir, he says that he knows the opinion of all the Sena-

tors on this floor, except two or three, in regard to this com-
mittee. Well, [ may say that [ have spoken to at least half
a dozen Senators, and every one of them has condemned it.

Mr. FOOTE. I know the opinion of a number of the
Senatoré, bat there are some gentlemen here whose opinions
I care nothing sbout, and whose co-operation I do not want.

Mr. CALHOUN. The gentleman is far more familiar and
much more intimate in social intercourse, and more in the
habit of consulting with Senators than I am.

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) I am on good terms with
every body.

Mr. CALHOUN. Well, I am not on good terms with
those who are for cutting our throats. After the avowal that
was made by the Senator from New York that there is a pow-
er higher than the constitution—a power which overrules the
constitution, and which would justify the North in crushing
it, I am not the man to hold sogial intercourse with him.

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) I think I shall have to give
him up.

Mr. CALHOUN. I will say good morning, or I will shake
hands with him, if he thinks proper to offer his hand, but
these are the only terms of intercourse I will hold with those
who entertain opinions and doctiines such as he hus avowed.

The YICE PRESIDENT. The question is on the mo-
tion to postpone the subject and make it the special order for
balf-past 12 o'clock to-morrow.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 hope it will be postponed
to a later hour. We have reports to make and petitions to
present, which wiil occupy all the morning hour. I will
not make any metion, however.

Mr. CASS, [ ehall be glad of an opportunity to conclude
my remarks to-morrow morning without interfering with the
special order.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. If the honorable Senator
from Illinois will allow me a few minutes——

Mr. DOUGLAS. [ have given way half & dozen times
already ; but if the honorable Senator will make the request,
I will give way. i

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I hope some later hour will
be assigned, for we have reports to make and other business
which should be attended to, and which might be transacted
in the morning hour. 1 do not intend to consume the time
of the Scnator from Hiinoie, or now lo enter into any discus-
sion or argument, but merely to say that when the Senator
from South Carolina delivered hissperch, I did not understand
it as it bas been construed in the debate of this morning.
The Senator said that to finally and forever settle this ques-
tion, certain things were necessary, which the North could

brethren. ¥or one, I felt that a rioose had been put around
my neck when I was asleep, wilhoot my consent having been

sssert that neither the people whom I in part represent here,
nor myself, bave had the least notice that such a movement
us this was to be attempted ; nor has the honorable Senator
heretofore ever o darkly hinted his intention to originate this
new, grave, and most perplexing question. And under what
circumstances is the proposition to smend the constitation now
brought forward ? The Senator hss had numerous opportu-
nities for offering any amendment he might choose to offer.
No man is acquainted with the constitational mode of pro-
ceeding in such a case beiter than the Senator. Has the
Senalor ever efiered any such amendment, or indicated
any disposition to offer any amendment for the purpose of
providing additional security for the Bouth? The Nashville
Convention w:ll assemble in about two months, and if this
contest shall then be still geing on, if terms of compromise
shall not then have been sgreed upon, and if this excitement
shall continue to spread and increase in intensity in the inter-
mediate time—I say, under these circamstances, and with the
deliberately prepared speech of the Senator from South Car-
olina before them—a speech as well matured and digested ns
any that has ever been delivered in this body, in which he in-
troJuces this new issue—what is likely to be the effect of
it? What would be the constitutional smendment pro-
posed? Woe all know that the Senator has denied that
any compromise can be made; and he is even opposed to
the raising of a committee for the purpose ¢f preparing some
measure of adjustment ; and he must know that in the course
of the next two or three moaths the Nashville Convention
will have the whole subject before them for final decision, so
far at the Bouth is concerned. Now, sup s [ have

w%’m-ummsum.m.

WH,. the

remember that every effort has

said, that the present sxcitement continaes in in-

sntecedently obtained to such a serious personal liberiy. I |

easily provide. This I believed. These certain things were,
he said, to do justice, by conceding to the South an equel right
in the scquired Territory—so 1 think ; to do ber duty/by
causing the stipulations relative to fugitive slaves to be faith-
| fully fulfilled< to cease the agitation of the slave qurstion ;
| these T think necessary to ensure tranquillity ; to provide, by
| amendment of the constitution, for a restoration to the South
| of the power she possessed of protecting bersell before the
| equilibriom between the sections was destroyed. Events,
however unwillingly, have forced upon me the convie-
| tion that such additional protection, if not now, will be-
| come necessary. What that amendment should be, I am not
| prepared to say. What the Senator from Bouth Carolina de-
gired, I did not nor do I now know. He says several were
thought of. When the constitution was made, each section
had the power to protect itself, by its numerical strength, in
the Legislature of the General Government.  But if we reach
a period in the progress of the country when one section can-
| not protect itsell against the manifested, setiled hostility of
another—when the rights of the minority become subject to
the will of a self-sustaining, powerfal majority, then it be-
comes requisite that the compact shall be so amended as to
give that protection to the minority which it was originally
designed to afford to all. 'Whether that time has come now
or not, I am not prepared to say. 1 think that the indications
of this morning are such as to show that the time has arrived.
1 lh‘i;:: that the votes taken this mrnig in nnldfto lh;‘m-
ception of the petitions presented by the SBenator from New
York, declare the opinion of the !:l,llololuﬂmit may teke
cognizance of the subjects referred through these petitions.
Another indication is, that the Senator from Michigan, whose
opinions snd knowledge I always highly respect, has said this
morning that the compromise cannot be extended,
cannot be applied to the remaining Territories.  Here, then,
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l“ have the doctrine of non-intervention overthrown at one
blow by the Benate ; and immediately follows the snnounce-
ment that the Missouri compromise cannot be extended ; that
is, the power is to be exercised, but we are 1o have neither
joint nor se right. When we have reached this point,
it is time that there should be an amendment of a compact the
equal tion of whick seems to be at an end.

Mr. FOOTE. Iknow that my colleague did not intend to
misrepresent the statement of the Senator from Michigan; but
I think he has not understood him aright. He suid that he
was for non-intervention ; and he thought that the Missouri
compromise is not such, as it interfered with the Northern
part, although it did not South. He did not state his oppo-
sition to the compromise, but sa‘d only that it was not non-
intervention. €=

Mr, DAVIS, of Mississippi. I understood the honorable
Senator from Michigan as standing upon the ground of non-
intervention. If we could have that, it would give the Bouth
the most we have claimed—that is, an equal right to go into
all the Territories, all property being alike protected. In de-
fault of this, I have said that I would take the Missouri com-
promise line, and that was my ultimatom. = But when we see
the Senate, by a vote this morning, overturn the doctrine of
non-intervention of the Senator from Michigan, and when the
8enator from Michigan comes forward and declares that the
Missouri compromise cannot be extended, itis quite time that
the South should look to something besides Congressional

action.
wﬂr.&mﬂ.ﬂﬂ. I shall speak more for testimony than sny
Ll

ng elee.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. T certainly did not intend
:-? say that Northern val;zpul decided the question of refer-

ng the
York, the Bayard of the North, (Mr. Dickixsow,) who has
stood by us on this, as on all occasions. I regret much more
deeply ‘that this vote should have succeeded by the aid of
Southern men, and this but heightens my estimate of the

danger.

Mr. BUTLER. I will occupy the attention of the Senate
with but a very few wornls. When the motion was made
by the Senator from Mississippi to raise this committee, I
opposed it, without having consulted with any one as to the
propriety of that opposition ; and if any Sepator is responsi-
ble for zndad opposition to the reising of that committee,
am the man. I did not make that opposition with the
view of defeating the raising of a committee, or to defest,.
as might be implied by opposing such a motion, any adjust-
ment of this question. I have spoken to my colleague on this
point and I have always undersiood him to indicale what is
my own views of the matter—that this discussion should be
aliowed to go on, and that ultimately & committee of this
kind should be raised for the purpose of adjusting the subject
in controversy.

Trurspay, March 14, 1860,

Mr. CASS. Before I resume my remarks at the point
where I left off yesterdsy, I have a question to put to the
Senator from Mississippi, who (said Mr. Cass, looking round)
I'am sorry to see is not in his seat. I regret he is not, but
I will postpone the reference I designed making to him until
the close of my remarks, when peghaps he may be here.
I spoke to him this moming on the subject, and therefore he
ia Farfectly aware of the question I wish to put to him.

there were certain things we could not accomplish, and
others that with equal certainty we might take for granted we
could do. Among the latter was the bill providing for the
recapture of fugitive slaves ; and another object which I trust
will be accomplished is the providing of a government for the
new Territories, I think it essential to calm this agitation,
and so long as these Teriitories are left without a government,
so long will the present siate of things continue, and this
agitation be kept up, which is so barassing to the tranquillity
and dangerous to the peace of the Union.

That a law may be passed suthorizing the Jeaple of the
Territories to govern themselves, without any Wilmot proviso
being attached to it, is my wish and my hope. Iam not
going to say much upon the propriety of the admission of Cali-
fornia, for the remarks that bave fallen from my friend from
Illinois (Mr, Dovaras) are so well expressed ard so perti-
nent, that they preclude the necessity of entering anew into
that topic at any length.

I understood the distinguished SBenator from South Caro-

| lina to admit, yesterday, that he did make it expressly a test

question. As I remarked before, it was this demand of the
honorable Senator that excited in my mind setious apprehen~
sions as to the result ; for T knew, and every member of this
Senate knew, that if this was made a test question upon
which the fate of this republic depended, that fate was sealed.
I trust I may be permited to say, with regard to this issue, that
it appears to me not only unwise but useless, for the reasons
80 well expressed hy the Senator from lilinois in his speech
to-day.

No gentleman on this floor, from the North or the
South, the East or West, will rise in his seat and say he be-
lieves that slavery will ever go into the Territory of Oalifor-
nia—no one can believe this for a moment. What, sir,
would the Southern States gain by sending California, after
she hes come here with a constitution in her hands, back
agein, to undergo the prozess of a Territorial Government,.
and then to return here a year hence, every year perhaps for
ten years, and revive the question anew !} What would be-
gained by it for any portion of the country ! Is it a battle
worth fighting ? Is the object to be accomplished really worth
the contest? Sir, there is no object that can be accomplished
by such a course of procedure. Under existing circum-
stances, what kind of Territorial Government can be estab-
lished there? Can any Territorial Government be establish-
ed ? And isthisunsettled state of things to goon from year
to year, perpetuating the bitter feelings that have already
sprung up between one section of the Union and the other ?
Bot I have said also that such a course is unwise ; and I trust
my Southern friends will pardon me for saying that they are
making a very unwise issue. :

Sir, we cannot stand before the country, and before the
world, and object to the admission of California on the ground
that has been urged. The objection is not to her boundaries,
though that topic has been much debated. 'The honorable
Benator from ?llinois, whomn we have all just heard with so
much pleasure, has discussed the eubject so ably and clearly
that it would be a work of supererogation in me to renew it. 1
myself wasat first staitled at the boundary claimed, stretching
as it does along the coast of the Pacific one thousand miles ;
a much greater extent than any one State in the Union ought’
to porsess. As the Senator from [ilinois and myselfl are to-
gether in the same house, we have conversed repeatedly upon
this subject, and with an earnest desire to reduce these
boundaries, if the nature of the country would permit. With
this view he examined various lines proposed—the paraliel of
36° 30’, and the southern range of mountains—io asceriain
what proper limitation could be imposed upon the new State.
But he ultimately became satisfied that no change could be
made. The country between the ocean and the sea is & nar-
row one, and eastof the mountains is a desert, and in pro-
portion to its extent the quantity of arable land is small. Be
the boundaries a= they may, it is not probable that its popule-
tion will ever be as great as that of sume of the other States of
this Union. And ifits southern boundary were 1o stop at the
mountains, there would be left between them and the Mexi-
can possessions a small district of country, which would have
to remain for an indefinjte perivd, perhaps forever, in a colo-
nial condition.

The Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Ciznory,) who I
regret to see is not in his seat to-day, does hot assume this
ground as an objection to the admission of California. Thst
objection rests upon her present position and mode of applica-
tion ; because she has established # Government of her own
without passing through a territorial process, and comes here
of her own accord and asks admission into this Union. This
ground of objection cannot be maintsined in this age of the
world, before the people of this country, and I may add the
people of Christendom.

One bundred thousand American citizens on the shores of
the Pacific are, or might be, so far as depends upon our ac-
tion, in & perfect state of anarchy. Three cessions of Con-
gress have intervened since these new Territories came under
the jurisdiction of the United States, and you have not legis-
lated for them in a single instance, except to make provision
for the collection of revenue at their ports. All other duties
devolving upon you as legislators for the entire Union have
been totally neglected. You have vsed them only for the
purpese of collecting taxes from them. Are we, sir, to be
told in the middle of the nineteenth century that these people
under such circumstances have no right to form a Govern-
ment! No man ean stand up here and assert this doctrine,
and expoct to receive the support of the people of this coun-
try. My fiend from Ilinois (Mr. Dovaras) correctly eaid
that the right of government, of some kind of government,
was a right inberent in all people upon the face of the earth ;
and that the establishment of civil and social order was smong
the first necessities of men entering into civil sodiety, With-

no government for the people of California, and it is now
contended that they have no right to provide one for them-
selves. Ypu have neglected your own duty towards them
for the last three sessions, and now, when they come here sc-
knowledging your juiisdiction, and with a constitution in
their hands, you are about to send them back to the shores of
the Pacific to enter into a territorial conditivn, and te retum
again at some futare time as suppliants to your faves. They
(See the fourth page.)

petitions this moring. Here is my friend from New

was remarking yesterday, when I resigned the floor, that :

out government they cannot exist; and you have provided °




